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Porter: The Founder of the Seminole Nation

THE FOUNDER OF THE “SEMINOLE NATION”
SECOFFEE OR COWKEEPER
by K ENNETH W. P ORTER
(This article is suggested by the notes of the late Howard Sharp
who, during the last year or so of his life, despite old age, poor health,
unavailability of adequate materials, and lack of professional training,
carried on a remarkably intelligent and original program of research
into the early history of the Seminole Indians. His notes, prior to his
death, were sent to Julien C. Yonge and to the author of this article
in the hope that they might be used in the advancement of Florida
history. Many of the sources on Secoffee and Cowkeeper employed in
this paper were mentioned in the Sharp notes, although I have of
course checked them all, added to them, and drawn my own conclusions.
But while I do not accept all the theories presented in the Sharp notes,
I do regard the identification of Secoffee and the demonstration of the
separate identity of Cowkeeper as fundamental contributions to Florida
Indian history, which do much to correct a century-old confusion.)

THE PROBLEM
For nearly a century the generally accepted account
of the origin of the Seminole has been “that the first
group of Seminoles came into Florida in 1750, under a
chief named Secoffee,” to quote Dr. John R. Swanton,
chief contemporary authority on their origins and early
history, whose source is the anthropologist Daniel G.
Brinton,1 although Dr. Swanton states that he does not
know Brinton’s authority. Brinton, though he gives no
direct authority for this statement, does, however, refer,
on the same page, though in another connection, to a
work of the previous year which could well have been
his immediate source, namely, Congressman Giddings’
anti-slavery work, The exiles of Florida. 2 Giddings’
source is hardly in doubt; he makes free use of a history
of the Florida war by an army officer, published a decade
earlier, from whose account, it is probable, nearly all
subsequent references to Secoffee as founder of the Seminole nation are directly or indirectly derived. “In the
year 1750, a noted Creek chief by the name of Secoffee,
broke out from the nation, and with many followers settled in the section of country called Alachua, about the
1. Swanton, John R., Early history of the Creek Indians and their
neighbors, Washington, 1922, p. 398; Brinton, Daniel G., Notes on
the Floridian peninsula . . .’Philadelphia, 1859, p. 145.
2. Giddings, Joshua R., The exiles of Florida, Columbus, 1858, p. 3.
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centre of the peninsula, and by far the most fertile part
. . . To the Spaniards he was an inveterate foe. To the
English, up to 1784, he was a most valuable ally . . . He
died in the year 1785, at the advanced age of seventy,
and was buried near the present site of Fort King. He
was, in fact, the founder of the Seminole nation . . . his
two sons [were] . . . Payne and Bowlegs . . . .”3
I have found no printed authority earlier than
Sprague (1848) for Secoffee as “founder of the Seminole nation,” but a volume published a decade later presents much the same account, giving as authority, however, an entry of Aug. 29, 1838, in the diary of Judge
Robert Raymond Reid,4 later a governor of Florida Territory. The source of Reid’s statement— more than half
a century after the date given for the death of “Secoffee” and therefore certainly not at first-hand— is, however, unknown. Possibly Sprague, while on duty in Florida, was permitted to consult Reid’s diary. Probably all
references to Secoffee as the founder of the Seminole
nation subsequent to 1848, with the exception mentioned
above, are derived directly or indirectly from Sprague.
Other authorities, earlier than Sprague— and even
earlier than Reid’s diary-entry— seem, taken at facevalue, to contradict this description of Secoffee as founder and head-chief of the Seminole nation. The naturalist
Bartram, for example, who visited Cuscowilla, the principal town of Alachua, in 1774, does not mention any
chief named Secoffee (although according to Sprague
he should have been alive and in residence then and for
more than a decade later) but says that the principal
3. Sprague, John T., The origin, progress, and conclusion of the
Florida War, N.Y., 1848, pp. 18-19. George R. Fairbanks, History
of Florida . . . 1512 . . . 1842, Philadelphia, 1871, quoted by Dr.
Swanton in another connection on the same page on which he
expresses ignorance, as to Brinton’s source, makes, on p. 271, the
same statement, in an abbreviated form, as Sprague, and gives
The Florida War as his source. Dr. Swanton omits both Giddings
and Sprague from his bibliography. The most recent use of this
statement which I have noted is in Sidney Walter Martin,
Florida during the territorial days, Athens, Ga., 1944, pp. 224-225.
4. Miller, Stephen F., The bench and bar of Georgia, 2 vols., Philadelphia, 1858, I, 221.
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chief was “called the Cowkeeper.” Cohen, a Charleston
volunteer who spent a few months in Florida in 1836
during an early stage of the Seminole War, wrote that
“Miconope,” who was then looked on as the Seminole
head-chief, was “the nephew of King Payne,” whom
Sprague and his followers mention as a son of Secoffee,
and “has a crown which was given to ‘Cowkeeper,’uncle
of old Payne, by the British government.” Elsewhere
Cohen writes that King Payne was the “grandfather of
Micconope,”7 but this contradiction is easily explained,
since in the matrilineal Seminole society a chief’s successor was more likely to be his sister’s son than his own,
whereas white observers were likely to assume the contrary. At any rate, this statement indicates that, according to Cohen, Payne’s predecessor, whether father or
uncle, was named Cowkeeper rather than Secoffee. Cowkeeper, however, is obviously a nickname, so Dr. Swanton logically reconciles the account of Sprague and his
followers with the information in Bartram and Cohen
by assuming that Secoffee “was probably the one known
to the English as ‘the Cowkeeper.’” The late Howard
Sharp, however, convincingly contends that this identification is erroneous.
It is my purpose to trace as far as possible the histories and characters of the Creek chiefs respectively
known as Secoffee and Cowkeeper and to determine on
which of these, if either, may be conferred with greatest
propriety the title of “founder of the Seminole nation.’’
“Seminole” should be defined. Though in common
usage it is applied to all Indians, and particularly all
hostiles, residing in Florida at the time of the First
(1817-1818), second (1835-1842), and Third (1855-1858)
Seminole Wars, so-called, and their descendants, and is
even given that significance in sundry official documents
and statements, the officers engaged in the Second Seminole War, at least, ultimately learned to give it a more
5. Bartram, William, Travels . . ., Philadelphia, 1791, pp. 168, 182.
6. Cohen, M. M., Notices of Florida, Charleston, 1836, p. 238.
7. p. 33.
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restricted meaning, in such references as “Seminoles,
Mickasukies, Tallahassees, and Creeks,” “Seminoles,
Creeks, Tallahassees, Mickasukies, and Uchees,” etc.8
The Seminole, in the narrower sense, meant the Indians
whose center, up to 1813, was the Alachua savanna, and
who acknowledged a special allegiance to head-chiefs
Payne (dec. 1812),9 of Cuscowilla, Bowlegs (dec. 18181821), of Suwanee Old Town, Mikonopi (dec. 1848), of
Okihamki and Pilaklikaha, and, after the removal of the
latter to the Indian Territory, to Billy Bowlegs. It is the
predecessor of these chiefs whom we must trace.
SECOFFEE-SEEPEYCOFFEE
The late Howard Sharp is, so far as I know, the first
person to endeavor to trace the history of Secoffee to
the period before the alleged 1750 movement into Alachua. He identifies him with the “Sepe Coffee” of
Fitch’s journa1,10 and thus as no less a person than the
son and heir of Emperor Brim of Coweta, principal chief
of the Lower Creeks.11 The similarity between Secoffee
and “Sepe Coffee” or Seepeycoffee, and the failure of
any other name in the least resembling either of these
to appear in this period and region, seems to make the
identification almost certain.
We first encounter Seepeycoffee,12 whom Bolton refers to as “the usingulo Chipicasi (Seepey Coffee)”, on
8. Sprague, 97, 507, 270, 438. In ten lists of three or more groups,
Seminole and Mikasuki are always included, Creeks are added
nine times, Tallahassee, six, Uchee, five, Choctaw, Hitchiti, and
“Spanish Indians,” once each. Sprague, 296, 350, 444, 501, 510, 512.
9. An army surgeon in 1837 referred to “bona fide” Seminoles, of old
King Payne’s tribe.” Florida Historical Quarterly, VI (Jan., 1928),
137.
10. “Tobias Fitch’s journal to the Creeks, 1725,” Mereness, Newton
D., ed., Travels in the American colonies, N.Y., 1916, pp. 173-212,
esp. 184, 194, 209.
11. The name of this remarkable Indian statesman is given by Fitch,
within a few pages (182-187) as Brunnis, Brimins, Brinimis,
Brinimes, Brmimis; by others as Brim, Brims, Breen, Bream, and
even Prean. I arbitrarily selected the form used in the text as
the shortest and simplest.
12. Bolton gives the English form of his name as Seepey Coffee,
Crane as Seepeycoffee, Fitch, a contemporary but a most eccentric speller, as we have seen, as Sepe Coffee. Since Crane devotes
more attention to him than any of the other authors, I shall, apart
from direct quotations, use his form.
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July 10, 1717, at St. Augustine, come “to pledge obedience” to the Spanish king, “accompanied by Talialiche,
the great general and captain of war,” who is later called
“Talichaliche,” and whom Bolton refers to as “Chislacaliche,” and by a Christian chief called Adrian and 57
followers. “They asked for arms and ammunition for
themselves and their people.” Not only the purpose of
Seepeycoffee’s mission to St. Augustine, but also his
principal companion, is of significance.
Emperor Brim of Coweta, a master-diplomat, consistently followed a balance-of-power policy among the
French, Spanish and English. In 1711 he had accepted
a commission from the English at Charleston, preparatory to an attack on the Choctaw allies of the French,
and in the following year promised soon to wait on the
governor “to acknowledge his Loyalty and Obedience
to the British Nation.”13 In 1715, however, alarmed at
the growth of English power and the bad conduct of
their traders, he was the master-mind of a revolt, commonly called the Yemassee War after the tribe which
spear-headed the attack, which united the southern tribes
for a campaign against South Carolina.14 In this attack
the Coweta war-chief “Chichilli,” Brim’s brother, “advanced as far as Stono river.”15 The Carolinians rallied,
however, and beat back the attack, forcing the hostile
tribes to withdraw farther from the frontier, the Yemassee taking refuge under the walls of St. Augustine and
the Lower Creeks removing to the Chattachoochee river.
Emperor Brim decided that diplomacy now called
for at least a temporary policy of friendliness toward
the English, but in the year following the war, Cherokeeleechee (Cherokee killer), Brim’s brother and warchief, known to the Spaniards as Chislacaliche and Talichaliche, and to the English usually under such shortened
and corrupt forms of his name as Chichilli, Chigilly,
13. Crane, Verner W., The southern frontier, 1670-1732, Philadelphia.
1929, pp. 95-96.
14. Crane, 169.
15. Stevens, William Bacon, A history of Georgia, 2 vols., N.Y., 1847,
I, 227.
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Chigellie, Chiggley, Chuggilley, Chekill, etc., built a fort
in the forks of the Chattahoochee and Flint “where, for
a time, the pro-Spanish faction of the Apalachicola maintained a center of anti-English intrigue.”16 It was in
company with this fierce war-chief and leader of the
pro-Spanish faction, who was also his uncle, that the
young heir to Emperor Brim had visited the capital of
Spanish Florida.
When the delegation to St. Augustine, accompanied
by a Spanish escort, arrived at Coweta, “they found
there twelve Englishmen and a negro from Carolina,
of those who had been previously engaged in destroying
the country, who were on horseback . . . when his son,
the cacique, . . . saw that his father, the Emperor, was
consenting to the presence of the Englishmen there, he
attempted to take up arms against his father.” A battle
nearly ensued between the two factions, but “the said
Osingulo and the great general of war, Talichaliche, together with the Christian cacique Adrian” took “the
part of the Spaniards and accompanied them back to this
city [St. Augustine], with the exception of the said Osingulo, who started hence for Pensacola in quest of arms
and ammunition and men in order to drive the English
away and punish those dissatisfied Indians who obeyed
his father.” Thus Secoffee, or Seepeycoffee, son and heir
of the Emperor Brim of Coweta, first appears in history
as a passionate partisan of the Spanish and opponent
of the English in the triangular struggle for the southwest in which the Indians were the pawns.17
The emperor and his heir were, however, speedily
reconciled— if, indeed, they were ever actually alienated
except for diplomatic purposes— since the wily politician
Brim, it seems, deliberately maintained factionalism
among the Lower Creeks so that neither Spain, England,
nor France could feel entirely sure either of their friendship or of their hostility— a policy productive of presents
16. Crane, 134.
17. For the delegation to St. Augustine and return to Coweta, see:
Bolton, Herbert E., ed., Arredondo’s historical proof of Spain‘s title
to Georgia, Berkeley, 1925, pp. 65-67 ; Swanton, 125; Crane, 257-258.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol27/iss4/5

6

Porter: The Founder of the Seminole Nation

368

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

from all the rival nations. With the emperor himself
regarded as leaning toward the English, what could be
more appropriate to this policy than for his heir and
his war-chief to be partisans of Spain, with the result
that the Coweta would be wooed by both parties? Early
in 1718, consequently, despite the threatened civil war
of the previous summer, the old emperor held a council
at Chewale, on the Tallapoosa, to welcome Creek ambassadors returning from Mexico City and their Spanish
escort, at which Seepeycoffee was officially designated
as his successor.18 But after this gesture of friendship
toward Spain, recognition was extended to the other
participant in the triangular struggle: “Seepeycoffee
hurried down to Mobile; henceforth he was rather a
pensioner of Louisiana than of Florida.”19
The English were not neglectful of their interests in
the chief town of the Lower Creeks. Brim had at least
two and perhaps three sons in addition to Seepeycoffee,
among them “Ouletta, . . . the English candidate for the
Creek succession.” Seepeycoffee continued to orient
himself toward the French and in 1723 it was reported
that he had gone again to Mobile. But the hopes of the
English for a friendly successor to Old Brim’s throne
were temporarily dashed within the year when “Ouletta
was slain by the Yamasee,” leaving “Seepeycoffee, the
old antagonist of Charles Town,” still “the accepted
heir of Brims.”20
In this emergency the English decided to take action.
The Coweta, even the Spanish faction, could not be
expected to feel altogether friendly toward the Yamassee after the insult of their killing a member of the royal
family, so Tobias Fitch was sent to the Lower Creeks in
an attempt to win them over to the English. Fitch left
a journal of his experiences in which, of course, he portrays his activities in the best possible light, but which
18. Crane, 259.
19. Crane, 260.
20. Crane, 264-266. Ouletta was also referred to as “hollala” or
“Hoblala” (Fitch, 183); a better form of his name would probably be Holata, a Creek title meaning “chief.”
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is nevertheless a useful— indeed the only— source for
these negotiations.
On Aug. 2, 1725, Fitch met “old Brumis” and 45
headmen of the Lower Creeks and delivered to them a
“talk,” to which “Old Brimis” replied, in part, “As my
son Hoblala is dead, there is not left of my Family but
Seepey Coffee who is fit to take upon him The Charge
that I have . . . Tho I must Confess that Sepey Coffee
has not been your Freind a great while but Rather a
Freind to the French and Spaniards. But he has had so
much said To him that he Will now prove as True to
you as ever he did to them and I hope your king will let
him Succeed his Brother Since its the General oppinion
of my People That he Should.” “Sepe Coffee” then
spoke, saying: “Tis true I have been in the French and
Spanish interest a great while, and the first of it was
when the war broke out with you, and the heads of the
whole nation sent me to the French and Spaniards to
make a peace with them, and I did, and after that it
created a farther acquaintance and I assured them of my
friendship in particular and have continued to be their
friend according to my promise. But since I find that
I disoblige my father and friends by it I have now left
their interest and have not seen any of them for some
time. I am now designed for war. My father has obliged
me to go out against some of his enemies. If I live to
return I will, if I can be admitted, go down and see your
great king.” The enemies referred to were the Yemassee
who had killed his brother.
On Aug. 7 Fitch was “at the Apallachocolo town”
where he met a couple of Spaniards, accompanied by
four Indians and a Negro interpreter. “Sepe Coffee
seemed to show the Spanyard great favor which he did
to prevent There having a mistrust of his Friendship
and Discover His Designes against the Yemassees as he
informed me afterward.” Fitch subsequently returned
to Coweta, to which the St. Augustine delegation had
preceded him, at the head of a force of friendly Creeks
from Casita, “sent to old Brimins, Sepe Coffee and
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Chiglley and as many more of the head men as was in
town to come to the square,” and delivered a “talk” in
which he claimed the Negro interpreter as a runway
slave, to which Brim acceded.
During Fitch’s absence at other towns, the expedition against the Yemassee departed, “Sepe Coffee”
leaving behind him a “talk” which said: “I am now
going against the Yemassees and hope at my return to
show you that I am really your friend and not the
Spaniards’ or the French’s, and if your king should
send a commission for me and if you cannot stay till my
return leave it with my father but I should be very
glad to see you at my return.” The expedition against
the Yemassee was not very successful as the enemy had
received timely warning from some of the pro-Spanish
element among the Lower Creeks, but Fitch on Dec. 15
nevertheless delivered the desired and promised “commission to Sepe Coffee to be commander in chief of this
nation under his father Emperor Brim’s directions, the
meaning of which commission is to take all orders that
shall come from my king and to hear no talk but what
comes from him, and to be sure to put all his orders
in execution, and that all men in this nation is to pay
the said Sepe Coffee due obedience as their king during
the time that Sepe Coffee continues to be true and trusty
to my king, and no longer.” Seepeycoffee thanked him for
this highly qualified authority and so Fitch departed.21
Considering the highly impersonal character or
Seepeycoffee’s expressed loyalty, which was unlikely
to be fanned into warmth by the arrogant and indeed
insulting language employed by Fitch on numerous
occasions, and the lack of any particular value in the
royal “commission”, it is not surprising that in. the following year “Chekill, Long Warrior of Coweta,” was
carrying a present from the Spaniards to the Upper
Creeks, and a trader reported that, as for Brim and
Seepeycoffee, “he had seen them at Apalachicola . . .
hastening to St. Augustine . . . ‘to make a firm peace
21. Fitch, 182-187, 194, 208-209; Crane, 268.
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with the Spanish and not to regard the English any
more.’” And in 1727 when Chekill was warned against
receiving Spanish traders, he replied: “Brims bid me
ask you what harm it did to receive the Spaniards,
French, or any White People; he could see no harm
in it.”22 In pursuance of the balance-of-power policy,
Brim, after showing favor to the English in 1725, was,
in the next couple of years, leaning toward the Spaniards.
But Cherokeeleechee or Chekill, the war-chief, remained
consistently anti-English, and Seepeycoffee, the heirapparent, was but little less so, despite his brief protestations of loyalty at the conference with Fitch.
Interim
A chasm appears in the record so far as Seepeycoffee is concerned for nearly a generation after 1726,
that is, until 1756, with but a single stepping-stone between. Emperor Brim died sometime before the founding of Georgia in 1732. At the Savannah conference, May
18, 1732, between Oglethorpe and the Lower Creeks,
the Coweta were represented by “Yahou-Lakee, their
king or micco; Essoboo, their warrior, the son of Breen,
(lately dead) whom the Spaniards called Emperor of
the Creeks . . .”23 This is the first and last reference I
have found to these Coweta chiefs and I am unable to
identify them further. Other sources state that Brim was
succeeded by his son Malatchee, born about 1711, and
thus a mere boy at the time when Seepeycoffee was
regarded as heir apparent (1718-1725). He was probably
favored over Seepeycoffee by the Carolinians, and may
have been appointed through their influence; but, if so,
they gained little, for “old Chigellie” acted as regent,
Malatchee being but a youth at his father’s death, and
continued to be referred to as “chief man of the Creek
Nation,’’ ‘‘King of the Coweta,” etc.; into 1741, and
although Malatchee chafed under his authority and
22. Crane, 269, 271.
23. “A brief account of the establishment of . . . Georgia . . . February
1, 1733,” Peter Force Tracts, vol. I, Washington, 1835.
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eventually threw it off, he finally followed in his uncle’s
anti-English footprints.24
What, however, of Seepeycoffee? The only hint I
have found as to his activities 1726-1756 is in a letter
from Manuel de Montiano, Governor of East Florida,
Nov. 11, 1737, to Don Juan Francisco de Guemes y Horcasitas: “Chief (Cacique) Sacafaca, of the town of
Charlicarliche, . . . came expressly and voluntarily from
those remote provinces (who left the same news at
Apalache), to advise me, that the Indians in English
interest descend in small bands to maraud those coasts;
and that their chiefs have an order from the English to
meet in Council, to treat of various affairs . . .”25 In
“Saca-faca” can be recognized our old friend (or
acquaintance) Secoffee or Seepeycoffee, known to the
Spaniards a score of years earlier as Chipacasi, but still
active in the Spanish interest, and in his “town of Charlicarliche” we recognize Cherokeeleechee’s town, that
center of Spanish intrigue among the Lower Creeks,
warriors from which were even accustomed to join with
refugee Yemassee and runaway Negroes in raids on the
Carolina frontier.26 When Seepeycoffee had refused or
been forbidden the succession to his father, he had evidently retired to and become chief of his uncle’s town,
while that uncle served as regent to Seepeycoffee’s
youthful brother Malatchee.
Seepeycoffee does not put in a recognizable appearance again for nearly a score of years. Malatchee
“ruled” as emperor but his uncle exercised the actual
24. Candler, Allen D., ed., Colonial records of the state of Georgia,
IV, 1904. pp. 565-566 (hereafter referred to as GCR); Owen,
Thomas McAdory, History of Alabama, 4 vols., Chicago, 1921, II,
748; GCR, XXVII, 2, XXXV, 352, XXIII, 123.
25. Sprague, 341; 342; Coe, Charles H., Red patriots, Cincinnati, 1898,
p. 8. Capt. Coe, apparently under the spell of Sprague— who
never identifies Secoffee with Saca-faca— says that this letter
proves “that the Seminoles were then living in Florida.” If “Sacafaca” is regarded, as Capt. Coe does regard them, as the leader
of the Seminole into Florida, it proves exactly the opposite, since
it states specifically that “Saca-faca” was the “Cacique” of “Charlicarliche,” which was not in Alachua or in Florida at all but
at the forks of the Chattahoochee and Flint.
26. Crane, 247-248.
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authority. In the summer of 1739 “Chiefs Chislacaliche
(Chigilly) and Malatchee arranged for a meeting at
Coweta” with Oglethorpe. “At the end of ten days the
Creeks renewed their allegiance with England and
declared that no Spaniard should settle north of the San
Juan River and Apalache.”27 But in the following year
“The Cherokee killer” revealed himself under his true
colors. An expedition against St. Augustine was in
preparation and “old Chigellie, their chief Mico at present,” was reported as opposed to Lower Creek participation in the war with Spain.
Cherokeeleechee’s “nephew Malatchie, . . . the son
of old Bream, the former. Mico,” favored the war, however, probably in part because it offered an opportunity
for distinguishing himself, and in part because it gave
him an opportunity to escape from his uncle’s domination— the young emperor was, after all, now in his late
twenties.28 Malatchee accordingly accompanied Oglethorpe to the unsuccessful siege of St. Augustine, but
the break with his uncle— if break it was and not a mere
subterfuge such as would have been dear to the heart of
that crafty strategist Emperor Brim himself— was not
permanent, for “Chuckilly,” “Chigeley,” “Chiggelae,”
etc., continued to be spoken of as the chief man of the
nation through 1741, as “Guardian of Malachi” late in
1746, and as late as 1750 was mentioned in association
with Malatchee, most commonly as “War king” or
“King of the Warriors. ” As late as 1755 there was mentioned “Chiggilli . . . one of the wisest and Headmen of
the Nation.” By 1747 Malatchee, either through Cherokeeleechee’s influence or by a decision of his own, after
following the trail to St. Augustine blazed by his father,
uncle, and brother, was urging the Creeks to join the
Spaniards, and after 1749, when the territorial claims of
his cousin Mary Musgrove, the half-breed woman whose
mother was sister of Emperor Brim, had been rejected
by Georgia, he definitely went over to the French. His
27. Bolton, 83-85; GCR, XXX, 154.
28. GCR, IV, 565, 566; Owen, II, 748.
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adhesion was signalized by a three day visit at Coweta
sometime in 1750 by “several Frenchmen . . . besides
some Indians and Negroes, that attended them, who . . .
were much caressed by the Cowetaws, especially by
Malatche, who they called their King; . . . the French
brought Colours, which were set up in the Square by
Malatche’s orders,” and when two English traders who
were present “asked Chigillee and Malatche; what they
meant by doing this, and if they had no English Colours
in their Town, or if they were turn’d all Frenchmen, . . .
they seem’d to take no Notice, . . .”29
Seepeycoffee— Sampiaffi
Malatchee’s death, late in 1755 or early in 1756, gave
his brother Seepeycoffee the opportunity to emerge from
his obscurity of a generation. The “Opiya Mico,” as he
sometimes styled himself, was succeeded by his son
Tugulki (Tugulkee, Tougulki, Tougoulki, Togulki, Tugulkey, etc.), otherwise known as The Young Twin, who
had been born at Coweta in 1740. “For a few years before
actually assuming the office, Tougoulki’s uncle Sampiaffi, acted as his guardian,” as Chigilly had served as
guardian to The Young Twin’s father.30 “Sampiaffi”
is evidently a version of “Seepeycoffee”; it is unlikely
that two of Brim’s sons could have had names so closely
resembling one another. When we consider that “Seepeycoffee” is derived from that most original of all spellers
of Indian proper names, Tobias Fitch, and that, under
Spanish pens, the original name, whatever it was, became both Chipacasi and Saca-faca, the transmutation
to “Sampiaffi,” in sundry variations, is easy to understand. In fact, “Sampiaffi” was perverted by the whites
to “Skimpoiaffe” and this in turn on occasion to
“Stumpee” and even to “Stump-finger”!31
29. Corry, John Pitts, Indian affairs in Georgia, 1732-1756, Philadelphia, 1936, pp. 107, 131; Alden, John Richard, John Stuart and
the southern frontier, Ann Arbor, 1944, p. 30; GCR, 43, 64-65,
XXI, 465, VI, 341-342
GCR XXVII, 2, XXX, 352, XXIII, 123, XXXVI, 298, XXVII,
360, 426, 468 VI 341-342.
30. Owen, II, 748, 765; Alden, 55 n. 48.
31. Owen, II, 765; GCR, VIII, 168, 325, 309, VII, 661.
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Tugulki’s first public appearance was at the Council of Savannah, Nov. 3, 1757, though a talk from him
was received by the Georgia council the previous month;
Sampiaffi spoke for him. Tugulki soon denounced the
treaty of neutrality signed by the Creeks on this occasion
(he probably signed as “Mico Coweta, great King”),
which also ceded the Bosomworth lands claimed by his
father’s cousin, and with “other warriors of Coweta
town” went “off to Mobile to plot with the French.”32
In July, 1759, and the first days of August, he “held
numerous secret conferences with the Cherokee . . . He
proposed a joint Creek-Cherokee attack on the English
traders for August 24 and a subsequent assault on the
frontiers.”33 But nothing came of the conspiracy and in
October, “Togulki the young Emperor” and “Skimpoiaffe his Uncle,” at the head of a party of Creek
Indians, appeared at Savannah before Gov. Ellis and his
council. The uncle delivered a speech full of complaints
concerning the bad conduct of a trader and the white
people’s killing of the game. The Spanish influence was
now almost non-existent outside the walls of St. Augustine, since the repulse of the Spanish attack on Georgia
in 1742, so Seepeycoffee, now known as Sampiaffi, Skimpoiaffe, and Simpoiaphie, had no recourse, save in verbal
protests.34 On June 22, 1761, therefore, the White King
Sempoyaffee sent a talk to the council at Savannah
reporting that a white man had been killed and promising to punish the offenders.35
As “Sampiaffi” he, with his nephew, attended the
Congress of Augusta, November 5-10, 1763, at which the
Indians present, mostly Lower Creeks, took a haughty
attitude, threatening to seize Negroes and cattle crossing
the agreed-on boundary.36
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

Owen, I, 771; Alden, 94-95; GCR VII, 648, 657-667, XXVIII, 119.
Alden, 81.
Owen, I, 765; GGR, VIII, 160-170, 309.
GCR, VIII, 553.
Owen, I, 765; Alden, 184-185; GCR, XXXIX, 338, 350-351, 372.
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The Picolata Congress and Treaty of 1765
At the Picolata congress of November, 1765, “A
Indian, Sempoyaffe, speaking for the young lieutenant,
complained of encroachments on Indian lands in Virginia
[sic] and of the high prices of goods.” After the treaty
was signed, “Sempoyaffé” and others were made Small
Medal Chiefs by Governor Grant of East Florida. Perhaps if he had refrained from these complaints he might
have been made, as some were, a Great Medal Chief
instead.37
One of the chiefs who had been invited to Ft.
Picolata did not arrive until December, “having missed
the congress through sickness,” This was “Cow Keeper
. . . the headman at Alachua . . . the Indian town nearest
St. Augustine . . . Grant made him a Great Medal Chief
and loaded him with presents and provisions.” This incident alone suffices to distinguished “Seepeycoffee” or
“Sempoyaffé” from The Cowkeeper.38
Although a talk from the Young Twin Tugulki was
received by the Georgia council, January, 1764, he seems
not to have attended the Pensacola conference, May,
1765, and although he was at the Congress of Picolata,
November, 1765, “Sempoyaffé” was noted as “speaking
for the young lieutenant” rather than for The Young
Twin. “Thlehulgee” [sic] & another Indian” are said
to have gone “to the Havannah in novr. 1766” and not
to have “returned to the nation” until February, 1768,
arriving “well drest &c,” apparently having been landed
from “a Spanish vessel lying at the mouth of the
Appalachicola.” If this is correct, “Young Twin” could
not have attended the congress at Picolata, November
21-23, 1767, to which he, “Sampoyafey,” and other
37. Mowat, Charles Loch, East Florida as a British province, 17631784, Berkeley, 1945, pp. 21-23. Alden (230), mentions “Sempoyasse
of the Cowetas” as among the chiefs of the Lower Creeks with
whom John Stuart, the Indian agent, parleyed at Ft. Picolata;
probably he mistook a double-f for long ss. The Indians called
southern backwoodsmen in general “Virginians;” the enroachments were probably by “Virginians” rather than in Virginia.
38. Mowat, 23; Alden, 231 n. 90.
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Coweta were invited in August.39 I do not find him mentioned subsequently.
“Scutchabe, the Young Lieutenant of the Cowetas,”
on the other hand, appears frequently and conspicuously
at least from early 1763 until 1775, often in association
with Seepeycoffee; he may have taken The Young Twin’s
place, possibly having been his brother. I first encountered his name under the date of April 5, 1763:
“Scothaby and Simpoiaphie of the Lower Towns.” “On
May 26 [1765 at Pensacola] . . . Captain Aleck and
Escotchabie [appeared] for the Lower Creeks.” He also
attended the Picolata congresses in November, 1765 and
1767.40
The Young Lieutenant and “Sempayaffee the White
King of the Cowetas,” with other head men of the
Coweta, were united in a “talk” of June 18, 1766, dispatched to Gov. Wright, in which the White King of
Coweta was the spokesman. “Sempoyaffee hears that
the white people have gone and settled over the bounds
and hears that they want to settle Latchaway [Alachua],
and he and all the head men desire that the governor
and superintendent would desire that the white people
not to go over the bounds set, for they all know that
the hounds were set at the Treaty and they say that if
they catch one of them settling over the bounds they will
kill all their cattle and if that will not do they must take
other means to prevent their settling over the bounds.”
A member of the spokesman’s family, the previous year,
had given a practical illustration of the possible “other
means; ” “In September,” it was reported, “Sempiaffee’s son and a party of Creeks murdered three white
men”— vagabonds who had encroached on Indian territory.41 Here. we have old Seepeycoffee, now Sempayaffee,
39. GCR, XIV, 119, IX, 115, XXVIII, pt. 2, p. 6, 257; Alden, 184-185;
Mowat, 21-23; FHQ, XXI 52; PRO, CO, v. 548.
40. GCR, IX, 72, XXXVIII, pt. 2, p. 257; Alden, 205-206, 230; Mowat,
23. On Oct. 11, 1759, The Lieutenant of the Cowetas is mentioned
along with Tugulki and “Skimpoiaffe” and the Long Lieutenant
was a signer of the treaty of Nov., 1757. GCR, VII, 667, VIII, 168.
Possibly these are also references to The Young Lieutenant.
41. GOB, XXXVII, 154, 159-161, 167; Alden, 233.
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still protesting as best he can— the English, rather than
the Spanish, now being in control of Florida— against
encroachments on Creek lands. The “talk” also displays
a special interest in “Latchaway” or Alachua; “in 1768
the Creeks considered their hunting grounds in East
Florida their most valuable lands.”42 It was, however,
his last important recorded appearance, though “Simpihaphy” was among the headmen who spoke at the
Chehaws Square, November 2, 1771, and was mentioned
as “a principal Head Man in the Cowetas,” April, 1774.43
He probably died not long after as, judging from activities extending as far back as 1715, he must now have
been in his eighties, or nearly so.
“Escotchabie, who was more friendly to the Spanish
than any other Creek chief,” (though the Spanish were
no longer at St. Augustine but situated more remotely
at New Orleans and Havana), endeavored to alarm
Indian agent Stuart by telling him in May 1769, that
“a conference between the Spanish and representatives
of the whole Creek nation was planned for September of
that year . . . at the mouth of the Appalachicola River.”
David Taitt, on a mission for the Indian agent, found
“Scutchabe, the Young Lieutenant of the Cowetas,” at
“ Clay-Catskee” (Likatcka, or Broken Arrow), April 28,
1772. His son, he said, had been at Havana and he intended to go there himself. On the following day Taitt
“went to the Coweta Square where Scutchabee, Sempoyeffa, and some other head men were present.” “Sempoyeffa” said that his son had gone to war against the
Choctaw.
Under Escotchabie the Coweta continued to be an
irritation to the English, if nothing more. A Lower Creek
outbreak, for which “the Cowetas . . . were chiefly
responsible,” occurred in January, 1774. But “when
Escotchabie was picked up in 1775 by a Spanish fishing
vessel and carried to Cuba, he returned without ‘talks’
44
or presents. ” And this is the last I know of The Young
42. Alden, 295; GCR, XII, 148.
43. GCR XII, 148-150, XXXVII, pt. 1, p. 256.
44. Alden, 326-327, 306-308; Mereness, 548-549; Swanton, 229.
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Lieutenant, Escotchabie. Nor do we hear more of his
associate “Sempoyeffa.”
Seepeycoffee, “the founder of the Seminole nation”?
Was Se(epey)coffee “the founder of the Seminole
nation”? Nothing in the preceding record tends to bear
out this claim and much to disprove it. It is true that he
is lost to view, save for one brief reappearance, between
1726 and 1756, and that it was during this period ‘“that
the first group of Seminole came into Florida in 1750,
under a chief named Secoffee,” according to Sprague,
as paraphrased by Brinton who is then quoted by Swanton. Nothing in “Secoffee’s” activities after his reappearance in 1756, however, suggests that he was, or had
been, a chief in Alachua. In 1737 he had been the chief
of Cherokeeleechee, a Coweta town; in 1756 he became
guardian of the young emperor of Coweta. He is always
thereafter associated with Coweta, sometimes described
as the White King of Coweta. History leaves him at the
Coweta Square in company with the Young Lieutenant
of Coweta. He is never described as located in Alachua.
True, he protests in 1766 against the supposed intention
of the whites to “settle Latchaway,” but Alachua lay in
East Florida and East Florida was at this time the chief
hunting-ground of the Lower Creeks, of which Coweta
was the principal town. It was natural, therefore, that
the Coweta spokesman should be jealous for the integrity
of Alachua against settlement by whites and should
express himself in a protest in which he was associated
with four other Lower Creek chiefs, none of whom were
ever said to have been settled in Alachua.
And, as already pointed out, “Sempoyaffé” at the
Picolata congress, November, 1765, spoke for the Young
Lieutenant of the Coweta; while “Cow Keeper . . . the
headman at Alachua . . . missed the congress through
sickness’’ but arrived the following month.45
The Secoffee of Sprague was to the Spaniards “an
inveterate foe. To the English . . . he was a most valuable
45. Mowat, 23; Alden, 231, n. 90.
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ally . . .” Does this apply to Seepeycoffee alias Sampiaffi, etc., etc.? To ask the question is almost to answer
it. We first encounter Seepeycoffee while on a visit to
St. Augustine, in 1717, in company with the war-chief
and Spanish partisan Cherokeeleechee (Chekill), his
uncle, where they have gone to pledge allegiance to the
Spanish king; on his return he nearly raises a civil war
because his diplomatic father is temporarily leaning
toward the English. In 1725, to be sure, he accepts an
English commission and goes out against the Yemassee
— though probably rather to wipe out the stain on the
family and tribal honor caused by the death of his
brother than because the Yemassee were enemies of the
English— but in 1726 both he and his father were on the
way to St. Augustine.
He is lost to sight for over a decade, but reappears
in 1737 as chief of the notoriously anti-English town of
Cherokeeleechee and on a visit to St. Augustine to warn
the Spanish commander against English machinations.
The Coweta are, in the meantime, being governed by his
brother Malatchee under the tutelage of his uncle and
old associate Cherokeeleechee (Chekill), and Malatchee,
after a brief period of orientation toward the English,
probably inspired by jealousy of his uncle and guardian,
is, during his last years, definitely pro-Spanish, proFrench, and anti-English. He reemerges in 1756 as
regent for his brother Malatchee’s son Tugulki, who,
during his brief reign, is consistently anti-English. Seepeycoffee himself, though the decline and, after 1763,
disappearance of Spanish authority in Florida weakens
his capacity for anti-English activity, is nevertheless conspicuous in the various “talks” as a protestant against
English traders and English encroachments. During his
last years he is associated with the Lower Creek chief
most distinguished for his persistent friendship toward
the Spanish. Among his last important recorded public
utterances is a threat to English settlers who encroach
on Creek lands— a threat which one of his sons had carried out even before it was uttered by participating in
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the killing of three encroaching whites. Is this “an inveerate foe” to the Spaniards ? “a most valuable ally” to
the English ?
Cowkeeper
Cowkeeper’s name could, however, with entire appropriateness be substituted for Secoffee in Sprague’s
quotation. “Their [the Seminole’s] earliest and most
notable eighteenth-century settlement was one founded
at Alachua, directly west of St. Augustine, by a band of
Oconee Creeks who had gone into Florida as allies of
Oglethorpe under the leadership of the belligerent chief
Cowkeeper . . . Cowkeeper’s Indian name was Ahaya.”46
The naturalist Bartram tells the story of this migration
and settlement without mentioning the chief’s name.
The Oconee, he says, left their old town about 60 years
earlier, i.e., shortly after the Yemassee outbreak, settled
for a time among “the Upper Creeks”— the term which
this author applies to those who are usually referred
to as “the Lower Creeks,” applying the term “Lower
Creeks” to the Seminole in Florida— but finally moved
southeast to Alachua, where they built a town called
Cuscowilla. They fought the Spaniards, and the Indians
who were in the Spanish interest, and, being joined by
other Creek bands, extended their settlements from the
Alatamaha River to the bay of Apalache.47 After the
failure of the Spanish expedition against Georgia in
1742, “the influence of the Spanish . . . hardly extended
beyond the walls of their fort . . . After that year, in
fact, the Spanish posts . . . were loosely besieged by the
Seminoles,” i.e., by Cowkeeper’s Oconee and their
allies.48
Cowkeeper usually kept to the south and maintained
little contact with the Creeks who remained within English territory. On September 13, 1757, a special meeting
of the Georgia council was, however, summoned to re46. Alden, 9-10. Ahaya is a not very common Seminole name. I have
encountered it elsewhere only once. It was borne by a guide for
United States troops early in 1842. Nat’l Archs., War Dep’t,
QMGO, Capt. G. Wright, Jan. 24, 1842, to Maj. S. Cooper (W47).
47. Bartram, 378; Swanton, 150-181.
48. Alden, 12.
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ceive the Cowkeeper, described as a Creek chief, and 50
Indians. Cowkeeper said that he had come only to see
the governor; he had not been in the nation— the Creek
nation— for four years, and hence had no instructions
for a “talk.” It is evident that he did not regard himself at this time as entirely detached from the “Muskogee confederacy” or as entitled to speak formally without superior authorization. The governor mentioned that
he had always been a friend of the English and Cowkeeper replied that his employment was making war on
the Florida Indians— the Yemassee and other mission
Indians who were allied with and under the by this time
rather futile protection of the Spanish.49
It is not surprising that, in 1764, after the cession
of Florida to Great Britain, Cowkeeper should have been
reported as “very friendly to the English” and that
Indian agent John Stuart should in July of that year
have “held a friendly conference with representatives
of the Seminoles headed by Cowkeeper, at St. Augus50
tine. ” “In Decmber, 1765, . . . the Cow Keeper came
to the capital with his family and attendants . . . having
missed the congress [of Ft. Picolata] through sickness.
The Cow Keeper was the headman at Alachua . . .,
the Indian town nearest St. Augustine . . . Grant made
him a Great Medal Chief and loaded him with presents
and provisions.” “Sempoyaffé,” who had spoken at this
congress, had been made only a Small Medal Chief.51
Perhaps Cowkeeper felt that a tardy arrival was particularly impressive and dignified. At any rate several
years later it is recorded that “several Indians who
arrived too late for the ceremony, including the Cow
Keeper and Long Warrior, heard a friendly talk from
the new governor [Tonyn] on March 13, 1774.”52
The naturalist Bartram visited Cuscowilla in 1774,
where he met “the Cowkeeper and other chiefs.” “The
chief, who is called the Cowkeeper,” he reported, “is a
49.
50.
51.
52.

GCR, VII, 626-630.
Alden, 190 n. 42, 198.
Mowat, 23.
Mowat, 24.
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tall well made man, . . . about sixty years of age,” with a
fierce expression of countenance. He had numerous
Yemassee slaves, taken in war, who served him with fear
and trembling.53
The American Revolution found and left the Cowkeeper thoroughly loyal to his old allies. In February,
1777, he was serving with the British and, at the conclusion of the war, when the British were forced to cede
Florida to Spain, the “Cowdriver” [sic] “assured Governor Tonyn that if the great man over the water would
give them large canoes and land for hunting, most . . .
would be willing to withdraw with the Governor.” But
Tonyn did not feel that his destination, the Bahamas,
would be suitable. “Delegations of Indians were at St.
Augustine in the closing days of April and on to the
middle of May [1783] . . . Among these Indians were
the Cowdriver and other chiefs, who are said to have
. . . declared that on the departure of the English they
would . . . kill every Spaniard who should thrust his head
beyond the lines of St. Augustine.”54
Here, surely, is the chief who, after “the recession
of Florida to Spain,” is reported to have “embodied a
large force and took the field; but the exposure and exertion incident to active operations in the summer season
was too much for an enfeebled constitution. He died in
the year 1785, at the advanced age of seventy, and was
buried near the present site of Fort King . . . Finding
himself approaching his end, he called his two sons to
53. Bartram, 168, 182, 183.
54. Mowat, 120; Siebert, Wilbur Henry, Loyalists in East Florida,
1774-1785. 2 vols., DeLand, Fla., 1939, i, 144. From the context,
it is obvious that the “Cowdriver” is identical with the Cowkeeper.
Both are nicknames appropriately applied to any chief noted for
large herds of cattle, though the former, perhaps, emphasizes an
aggressive method of acquiring such herds. It is of some interest,
though probably of little significance in this connection, that,
nearly half a century later, in 1832, the same nickname reappears,
attached to another Seminole chief. “Mulatto King, or Vacapuhassee, the cowdriver, . . . head chief of Choconicla . . . Mulatto
is a half negro and Indian, was always a bitter enemy of the
Americans, is bad tempered, insubordinate and mischievous, and
would be more so but that he is totally without courage.” 23rd
Cong., 1st sess. Sen. doc. 512, vol. IV, p. 685. For other references
to Mulatto King, see: Swanton, 407; Sprague, 22-24.
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his side, . . . and in a most fervent and pathetic manner
detailed his plans, enjoining upon the former [Payne],
who was to succeed him, the prosecution of the expedition. He required him to put to death fourteen Spaniards,
which number, added to the eighty-six slain by his own
hand, aided by kindred, would make one hundred, which
had been revealed to him by the Great Spirit as requisite
to secure the peace and happiness of his soul in a future
state.” Sprague says that this chief was Secoffee,55 but
surely he could have been no other than Cowkeeper.
55. Sprague, 18-19. Even the age of Sprague’s chief coincides with that
of the Cowkeeper, who was about 60 in 1774 and would thus have
been about 70 in 1785. Secoffee, on the other hand, if identical,
as we believe, with Brim’s son Seepeycoffee, would have been in
his nineties.
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